Nursery Notes 
Heather Layering 
Paragraph 1

Heathers are propigated commercially from cuttings taken during the summer. An easier way to raise new plants for garden purposes, when only a small number is required, is to use layering followed by division.

Paragraph 2

Many heather varieties, such as the winter-flowering heather, Erica carnea, have a low-growing straggly habit. Under natural conditions, the trailing stems often take route where they make contact with the foil. These varieties are ideal for layering. Some of the taler, more bushy varieties do not make contact with the ground & are not suitable for layering.

 Paragraph 3

To layer a heather, mixx up a bucketful of gud soil with some pete & sand. Shake this loosely over the centre of the plant, allowing the foliage to spring back up. When a layer of at least five centimetres has been built up, the tips of the shoots should be freed.

Paragraph 4

Pat the compost into place so that it is in good contact with the heather stems. With older plants, the central area might be quite bear; this is alright if enough compost is placed to innsure coverage of the area out to the green stems. Water the compost to help it to settle.

Paragraph 5
If the summer is dry, water the layered plants occasionally. There is a tendincy for compost to wash of, or to dry out & blow away. If this begins to happen, the compost can be topped up, or covered with some bark mulch.

Paragraph 6

The compost will provide rooting material for the stems. Heather roots are very fine but they kreate a dense network. There should be evidence of new growth by the end of the summer.

Paragraph 7

The layered plant can be left untouched until the following spring. Then the entire clump can be divided into five or six parks with a spade, just as a perennial flower might be. The separate parts can then be planted in new positions & watered in. If more plants are required, the layered stems can be gintly separated & potted up to growl on.

